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Fresno  means  "Mountain  Ash," 

and  this,  with  a  variety  of  other  trees,  adorns 

the  charming  parks  that  add  to  the  distinctiveness  of 

the  wonderful  metropolis  of  the 

San  Joaquin  Valley. 


RAPES  OF  CLAY 


Volume  ii 


xz 

1 

J 

Number  6 


JULY' 1926 


Architecture  in  Fresno 

When  the  coming  of  the  railroad  in  1874  }{illed  Millerton,  the  county  seat  since  1856,  and  it  was  decided 
to  choose  a  new  site,  the  present  city  of  Fresno  was  a  mere  wilderness  point  on  the  line  of  the  new  Central 
Pacific.  The  population  almost  to  a  man  moved  to  the  town  they  had  voted  for,  and  since  there  was  nothing 
in  the  surrounding  stretch  of  sheep'pasture  out  of  which  to  fashion  homes,  most  of  them  brought  their 
houses  with  them  from  Millerton.  Fresno  town  lots  in  those  days  could  he  had  for  the  price  of  a  drin\  or 
two;  and  at  that  the  railroad  company  got  rid  of  what  it  could  on  a  sort  of  sale  or  return 
basis,  the  settlers  paying  for  their  lots  eventually  if  they  decided  to  remain. 

rider's  CALIFORNIA 


IT  is  difficult  for  the  imagination,  no  matter  how  Hvely  it  may  be,  to  strip 
the  city  of  Fresno  of  its  bustling  thousands,  its  broad  boulevards  and 
business  streets,  its  great  buildings  and  splendid  homes,  its  railroads 
and  car  lines,  its  industrial  establishments,  its  lovely  parks,  its  theaters  and 
hotels,  and  to  view  it  as  a  "quiet  stretch  of  sheep  pasture"  newly  troubled 
by  two  streaks  of  steel  and  about  to  be  dinned  by  the  arrival  of  settlers 
bringing  their  dwellings  with  them. 

That  was  only  fifty-two  years  ago.  Ama2;ing  indeed  is  the  marvel  that 
has  been  wrought  in  half  a  century.  Irrigation  made  this  marvel  possible, 
but  sturdy  enterprise  and  aggressiveness  accomplished  it.  Today  Fresno  is 
one  of  the  fine  cities  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  is  growing  steadily  in  popu- 
lation, area,  and  architedtural  beauty. 


SHAPES  OF  CLAY 

Architectural  beauty  Fresno  possesses  at  present  to  an  eminent  degree 
—that  is  why  Fresno  was  seledted  to  illustrate,  in  this  issue  of  Shapes  of 
Clay,  the  artistic  use  of  clay  produces  in  buildings  that  were  designed  for  a 
wide  range  of  business  purposes.  Fresno  boasts  the  tallest  building  that 
has  been  eredted  in  that  vast  stretch  of  California  that  extends  from  San 
Francisco  to  the  Mexican  border.  (Los  Angeles,  be  it  remembered,  limits 
the  height  of  buildings,  while  Fresno,  like  San  Francisco,  does  not.)  Two 
at  least  of  Fresno's  tall  buildings  are  illuminated  at  night  after  a  fashion 
unsurpassed  throughout  the  United  States.  And  some  of  the  smaller  build' 
ings  of  Fresno,  too,  have  an  architectural  individuality  rarely  achieved  even 
in  much  larger  cities.  Studying  the  architecture  of  Fresno,  it  is  evident  that 
her  citi2,ens  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  good  design,  good  ornament, 
and  good  construction— or,  to  put  it  another  w^ay,  her  citi2;ens  build  with 
good  taste  as  well  as  with  good  sense. 

Shown  on  the  accompanying  pages  are  eight  Fresno  structures  devoted 
to  business  in  its  variety.  There  are  two  banks,  the  headquarters  of  a  great 
light  and  power  corporation,  a  store  and  office  building,  a  department  store, 
a  furniture  store,  a  theater,  and  a  telephone  building.  For  four  of  these 
buildings— Pacific  Southwest  Building,  San  Joaquin  Power  Building,  Radin 
6?  Kamp  Building,  and  Barker^Mitchell  Building— Felchlin,  Shaw  6?  Frank' 
lin  were  the  architedts.  For  the  Brix  Building,  E.  Mathewson  was  the 
architect.  For  the  United  Bank  and  Trust  Building,  H.  H.  Winner  Com' 
pany  were  the  architedts.  For  the  Liberty  Theater,  Coates  &  Traver  were 
the  architedts.  For  the  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Building,  E.  V. 
Cobbey  was  the  architedt.  These  are  all  interesting  strudlures.  All  exhibit 
that  propriety  of  design  and  ornament  that  can  be  attained  only  by  the 
careful  adaptation  of  right  means  to  an  end  worth  while.  All  of  them  con' 
tribute  to  the  architedtural  individuality  of  Fresno,  to  the  expression  of 
that  strong  and  attradtive  Fresno  personality  which  will  emerge  more  and 
more  conclusively  as  the  years  go  by. 

In  a  huge  city  one  finds  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  architedture,  from 
the  superb  to  the  negligible.  In  a  smaller  city  good  architedture  stands  out 
and  is  observed  w^ith  particular  pleasure.  It  is  too  bad  that  there  are  not 
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more  small  cities  with  the  architectural  superiority  that  belongs  to  Fresno. 

The  "grandeur  that  was  Rome"  was  grandeur  on  a  scale  of  tremendous 
imperial  magnificence,  but  the  "glory  that  was  Greece"  was  the  glory  of 
smaU  cities.  How  large  "was  Athens  at  the  height  of  her  fame?  Using  the 
distinctions  of  today  "we  should  call  the  Athens  of  Pericles  a  town  rather 
than  a  city.  Athens  was  great  neither  in  area  nor  in  population,  but  in  a 
lofty  standard  of  citi2;enship,  and  in  the  fine  arts. 

Athens,  the  small  city,  was  preeminently  great  in  the  architecture  of 
her  temples  and  public  buildings.  She  gloried  in  her  philosophers  and  poets 
no  more  than  in  her  masterpieces  of  architedlure— the  Parthenon,  the  Tem' 
pie  of  Olympian  Zeus,  the  buildings  of  her  Agora,  the  Dionysiac  Theater. 
Travelers  from  all  the  civili2,ed  "world  came  to  admire  the  surpassing  grandeur 
of  these  monuments.  It  has  been  said  that  in  making  Athens  beautiful 
Pericles  made  Athens  rich,  and  it  is  true.  He  was  the  first  man  in  the  world 
to  reali2,e  that  there  was  money  in  "the  tourist  crop." 

There  is  a  valuable  hint  here  that  Fresno  seems  to  have  grasped  and 
applied  to  her  own  advantage.  Blessed  with  a  citizenship  that  cultivates 
"realizable  ideals,"  Fresno,  built  haphazardly  at  first,  is  being  rebuilt  beauti' 
fully,  and  already  possesses  a  number  of  impressive  buildings  that  pay  divi' 
dends  on  an  investment  of  archited;ural  beauty.  They  are  not  all  pictured 
here,  by  any  means.  But  those  selected  for  illustration  are  typical  of  the 
architectural  standards  that  are  being  followed  in  Fresno. 

It  is  significant  of  a  trend  in  building  that  the  outstanding  business 
structures  of  Fresno  are  largely  clothed  in  terra'cotta.  The  best  examples 
were  designed  by  their  architects  with  terra-cotta  in  mind,  and  the  result 
could  scarcely  be  improved.  The  most  exacting  taste  is  thoroughly  satisfied 
by  the  terra'Cotta  ashlar  and  ornament  of  certain  Fresno  skyscrapers, 
whereon  the  most  plastic  of  building  materials  expresses  perfectly  the  in' 
tention  of  the  architects.  Other  Fresno  buildings  show  a  harmonious  com' 
bination  of  terra^cotta  and  brick,  the  success  of  the  combination  being 
due,  of  course,  to  planning  that  was  at  once  expert  and  imaginative.  The 
use  of  roof  tile  has  been  uniformly  judicious  and  happy.  All  this  is  but  to 
say  that  the  city  of  Fresno  has  enjoyed  and  still  continues  to  enjoy  an 


I  '  Pacific  Southwest  Building,  Fresno 


Felchlin,  Shaw  6?  Franklin,  Architecfts 


This  bank  and  office  building  of  class 'A  steel  construction  is  clothed  in  buff  Granitex  terra-cotta,  manufadtured  by 

Gladding,  McBean  6?  Company,  and  glazed  brick  to  match,  manufadnared  by  Los  Angeles  Pressed  Brick  Company. 

It  is  roofed  in  large  Mission  tile  of  variegated  russet  shades,  from  the  kilns  of  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Company. 


San  Joaquin  Power  Building,  Fresno 


Felchlin.Shaw  6?  Franklin,  Architecfts 


Gladding,  McBean  6?  Company  provided  all  the  materials  that  clothe  this  class 'A  reinforced  concrete  building.  From  the 

kilns  at  Lincoln  came  the  buff  Granitex  terra-cotta,  the  brick  of  library  gray,  and  the  Italian  Pan  Tile  with  Cordova  tops,  of 

variegated  russet.  As  illuminated  at  night,  the  building  can  be  seen  from  miles  away,  glowing  like  a  tower  in  fairyland. 
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advantage  that  makes  for  the  best  civic  achievement— it  is  fortunate  in 
its  architects. 

Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.  and  Los  Angeles  Pressed  Brick  Company  are 
proud  of  the  part  they  have  been  permitted  to  play  in  the  renaissance  of 
"the  Capital  of  the  San  Joaquin."  They  have  sho-wn  their  confidence  in 
the  future  of  this  great  region  by  establishing  in  Fresno  the  San  Joaquin 
Materials  Company,  which  handles  the  full  line  of  produces  of  both  com' 
panics,  as  well  as  a  full  line  of  general  building  materials.  The  San  Joaquin 
Materials  Company  is  under  the  management  of  P.  G.  Lingren. 
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The  illustration  tells  the  story  of  Tudor  Shiiv 
.gle  Tile.  Note  the  method  of  laying,  simplified 
by  the  lug,  or  hook,  and  by  the  use  of  the 
corrugated  copper  strip  ■which  ■was  specially 
developed  for  this  tile. 
^(=    ^?    ^ 

For  use  in  buildings  -where  Latin  Tile 
would  not  be  appropriate,  Gladding, 
McBean  fe?  Co.  is  now  manufadturing 
Tudor  Shingle  Tile,  a  clay  produdt  that 


is  already  enjoying  the  approval  of  archi- 
teds,  builders,  and  practical  roofing  men. 
The  illustration  indicates  the  charadter 
and  special  advantages  of  this  new  tile. 

Burned'clay  shingle  tiles  have  been 
used  in  the  past  for  buildings  of  English 
and  French  design,  but  their  use  was  al' 
w^ays  restricted  by  reason  of  their  costli' 
ness.  Tudor  Shingle  Tile  overcomes  this 
objection,  removes  this  restriction. 

The  ancient  method  of  hanging  the 
tiles  on  wooden  strips,  without  nailing,  is 
followed.  But  there  is  an  innovation  of 
very  special  importance.  This  is  a  special 
corrugated  copper  strip  placed  between 
tiles.  As  a  result  of  this  improvement, 
the  labor  involved  and  the  number  of 
tiles  required  to  the  square  have  been 
reduced  to  about  one'half. 

Tudor  Shingle  Tile  is  made  with  a  lug, 
or  hook,  at  the  top  and  without  nail' 
holes,  like  English  and  French  shingle 
tile.  The  one 'inch  by  two 'inch  hori' 
2;ontal  wooden  strips  enable  the  roofer 
to  work  safely  and  rapidly  over  the 
steepest  roofs  without  the  use  of  ad' 
ditional  scaffolding. 

Tudor  Shingle  Tile  is  economical, 
weathet'tight,  and  fireproof 

Specifications  supplied  upon  request. 
*  #  * 
The  cover  of  this  issue  of  Shapes  of  Clay  shows 
a  general  view  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Fresno, 
photographed  from  the  roof  garden  of  the  Cali' 
fornian  Hotel.  At  the  left  are  seen  t'wo  sky 
scrapers,  the  Pacific  Southwest  Building  and 
the  San  Joaquin  Power  Building.  At  the  right 
is  the  classic  County  Court'House,  with  its  fine 
dome  and  cupola. 


Ill  '  Brix  Building,  Fresno 


E.  Mathewson,  ArchitecS: 


This  store  and  office  building  presents  an  all-Gladding,  McBean  &'  Company  facade.  The  first  three  stories  are  of  Granitex 

terra-cotta,  and  so  are  the  pilasters  of  the  upper  stories,  the  frieze,  and  the  cornice.  The  rest  of  the  front 

is  Granitex  brick,  harmoniously  toned  to  the  terra-cotta. 


United  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Fresno 


H.  H.  Winner  Company,  ArchiteAs 


Enameled  terra-cotta  from  the  Lincoln  kilns  of  Gladding,  McBean  €s?  Company  was  chosen  for  the  investiture  of  this 

charming  bank  and  office  building,  with  such  happy  results  that  the  structure  stands  out  as  one  of  the 

most  distincftive  branch  banks  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley. 


V  '  Radin  &?  Kamp  Building,  Fresno 


Felchlin,  Shaw  £s?  Franklin,  Architects 


For  this  five-story  department  store  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Company  furnished  the  Granitex  terra-cotta  trim  and  the 

Hbrarygray  brick  that  interpret  the  architeAs'  conception  of  a  merchandising  house  situated 

at  one  of  the  busy  corners  of  a  rapidly  growing  city. 


VI  '  Liberty  Theater,  Fresno 


CoATES  6?  Traver,  Architecfts 


The  theatrical  note  is  agreeably  sounded  in  this  attradtive^playhouse  built  nine  years  ago.  Gladding,  McBean  fe?  Com' 

pany  provided  the  rough'texture  brick  of  variegated  buff  shades,  as  also  the  terra'COtta  for  the 

handsome  pilasters,  the  trim,  the  plaques,  and  the  keystones. 


VII  '  Barker' Mitchell  Company,  Fresno 


Felchlin,  Shaw  6?  Franklin,  Architecfts 


There  is  high  architectural  distinction  in  the  design  and  ornament  of  this  fagade,  artistically  expressive  of  a  business 

devoted  to  furnishing  and  decorating  homes  in  a  city  of  homes.  The  terra'COtta 

is  by  Los  Angeles  Pressed  Brick  Company. 


VIII '  Pacific  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Building,  Fresno 


E.  V.  CoBBEY,  Architect: 


The  use  of  terra-cotta  for  entranceway  and  trim  is  admirably  illustrated  by  this  publicutility  building,  where  the  efiFort 

was  to  emphasize  utility  without  sacriiicing  simple  beauty  of  horizontal  line.  The  enameled 

terra-cotta  was  suppHed  by  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Company. 


GLADDING,  McBEAN  6?  CO. 
Founded  1875 

LOS  ANGELES  PRESSED  BRICK  COMPANY 

Founded  1887 

San  Francisco  Office,  660  Market  Street 

Los  Angeles  Office,  621  South  Hope  Street 

Portland  Office,  United  States  National  Bank  Building 

Seattle  Office,  Dexter  Horton  Building 

San  Francisco  Sales  Yard,  445  Ninth  Street 

Oakland  Office  and  Sales  Yard,  Twentysecond  and  Market  Streets 

Fresno  Office  and  Sales  Yard,  San  Joaquin  Materials  Co.,  744  G  Street 

* 

Lincoln  Plant,  Lincoln,  Placer  County,  California 

Tropico  Plant,  Glendale,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

Los  Angeles  Plant,  College  and  Date  Streets,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Santa  Monica  Plant,  Santa  Monica, California 

Alberhill  Plant,  Alberhill,  Riverside  County,  California 

Northern  Clay  Plant,  Auburn,  Washington 

* 

Terra'Cotta:  In  enamel  and  unglazed  finishes  for  the 
facing  and  trim  of  buildings 

Roof  Tile:  Both  machine  and  hand-made  Latin  Tiles  in  wide  color  variations 

Face  Brick  '  Enameled  Brick:  Bric\for  buildings  and  mantels 

Faience  and  Floor  Tile;  Tile,  glazed  and  unglazed, 
for  floors,  walls,  bathrooms,  terraces,  and  mantels 

Vitrified  Salt  Glazed  Pipe:  For  sewage,  drainage,  and  irrigation: 
Conduit  pipe,  culvert  pipe,  drain  tile,  grease  traps,  flush  tan\s,  segmental  sewer  bloc\s 

Hollow  Clay  Tile:  For  partitions  and  bearing  walls 

Fire-Clay  Chimney  Pipe:  Chimney  tops,  flue  linings,  gas  flues 

Fire  Brick  and  Fire  Tile:  Fire  clay, fire'bric\  dust 

Laundry  Trays  '  Kitchen  Sinks 

Garden  Pottery:  Vases,  benches, urns,  fountains,  pedestals, 
sun  dials,  and  bird  baths 


The  walls  of  the  vestibule  of 

the  beautiful  Eisner  residence  in  Los  Angeles 

are  enriched  with  a  dado  of  decorated  tile  specially  designed 

by  the  ceramic  artists  of  the  Tropico  Plant. 

Gordon  Kaufman  was  the  architert 

for  this  home. 

* 

Gladding,  McBean  6s?  Co. 
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